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Hamilton downtown businesses and building-owners will get to hear about a new project to encourage improvements to the facades of buildings on the square or on approaches to the square at a briefing open to the public scheduled for 5:15 PM on Thursday, June 15th at Lee Conference Center.
A group representing the City of Hamilton, the EDC and the Chamber of Commerce including its Downtown Business Committee, have been meeting for several months to determine how best to promote downtown revitalization, according to Michael Langford, vice president of the Chamber Board. He said, “Hamilton is a beautiful, vital community, but some of our most visible structures on or near the square could be made more attractive and inviting.”

Kent Wenzel, local business owner and member of the taskforce, said, “Curb appeal often makes the difference between visitors driving on through town or stopping to check us out.” He added, “Looking our best is important to community pride for all of us.”
Tom Adams, EDC president and taskforce member, announced this week that the EDC Board will make available $30,000 for a grant project to help businesses upgrade their exteriors. He said that the reimbursable grant project will be based on the building’s location, need for improvements, planned expenditures, historical significance and design plan. Applications will be available at the EDC office.

Another incentive already approved by the city council is a special tax abatement opportunity that will provide for 100% abatement of taxes on new façade construction for 3 years as part of the downtown revitalization project. Hamilton County is also considering a tax abatement policy amendment, according to Hamilton EDC Executive Director Jane Crouch. She also mentioned that applications for tax abatement will be available at the EDC office. 
Langford said that he and taskforce member Allen Kimberly are talking to local banks about a loan package that would be favorable to businesses participating in the project. He said, “We’ve been working on this project for several months and now have information to give to the community. Letters went out to building owners last week and we hope to get the word to all interested parties about our meeting Thursday. Everyone who wants to know what we’ve been up to is invited.”

Hamilton Mayor Roy Rumsey complimented the taskforce by saying, “We in city government consider the proposed tax abatement and the other proposed incentives for downtown revitalization an investment in our community. Our future is dependent upon positive steps like this one. It’s demonstrates progress toward making Hamilton what a hometown should b
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